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method chosen by Turkey were merely further evidences
of the astuteness and perspicacity of Turkish statesmanship.
TURKEY REQUESTS REVISION OF THE STRAITS CONVENTION
In a note dated April 10, 1936, addressed to the signato-
ries of the 1923 Convention, to Yugoslavia and the Secre-
tary General of the League of Nations, the Turkish Gov-
ernment requested the convocation of a conference for the
revision of the demilitarization clauses of the Straits Con-
vention.11 The request came at the height of the Italo-
Abyssinian war, which was disturbing the status quo in the
Eastern Mediterranean, and followed closely the remili-
tarization of the Rhineland by Germany's unilateral ac-
tion. The replies to the Turkish move were immediate
and favorable; the Great Powers, including Japan and with
the sole exception of Italy, smarting under sanctions and
at odds with the world at large, promptly accepted the idea
of revision by conference and negotiation. There was hesi-
tation only on the part of Turkey's allies in the Balkan
Entente (especially Rumania) who, in the light of os-
tensible Russo-Turkish friendship, feared that a change
11 For the text of the note, see League of Nations Official Journal,
1936, p. 504; Documents on International Affairs, 1936, pp. 645^. The
question of remilitarization of the Straits had been alluded to on several
previous occasions but never formally pressed by the Turkish repre-
sentatives. See the Disarmament Conference, Minutes of the General
Commission, Vol. 2, pp. 48irT.; League of Nations Official Journal, 1935,
p. 562 (Minutes of the 85th Session of the Council); League of Nations
Official Journal, Special Supplement No. 138, Records of the Sixteenth
Ordinary Session of the Assembly (1935), p. 76, Eighth Plenary Meet-
ing, September 14, 1935. On all these occasions the Turkish allusions
were received with polite but non-committal interest by the Western
Powers. Turkey also indicated her desire to change the regime of the
Straits at meetings of the Balkan Entente.